
DEFENSE TO PRE-ALERTS 

Frukacz – Klimowicz 

Team Hanna (CNTC 2015 Flight A) 
 

2  opening showing a preempt in s or s 

(ACBL Defense) 

Option One  
 

Double = Takeout of spades. Respond as you would to a double of a 
weak 2-bid, including lebensohl, if used.  

2  = Takeout of hearts. Respond as to a double of a weak 2-bid, 
including Lebensohl, if used.  

Pass, then double = Light takeout of suit DBL’d.  

2  , 3  = NAT. A response in other major is a cuebid, jumps natural.  
2N = 16-18. Respond as to a 2NT opening.  

3m = Natural  
3 = Strong and natural, 4  response is a cuebid.  

4m = 5+/5+ in the suit bid and a major. 4 over 4 asks for the 
major; 4  over 4  = pass if hearts or correct to spades. 
 

The following doubles are for Takeout 
 

2  - P - 2M – Double. Responses same as after weak 2-bid  
2 - P - 2M - P - P - Double Lebensohl applies if used.  

2  - P - 2  - P - 2  - Double 
 

After 2  - P - 2M 

Double = takeout  
2N = 15-18. Respond as to 2N opening. 

3M or 4M = Natural  
4m = 5+/5+ in that minor and a major. 4  over 4  asks for the 

major; 4  over = pass if hearts or correct to spades 

 
After 2  - P - 2  - DBL -  

Double = Penalty opposite takeout of hearts.  
3  = Natural assuming doubler is short in hearts. 

3  = Cue bid asking for spade stopper.  
 

After 2  - P - 2  - P - 2  - P - P -  

Double = takeout of spades (same responses as 2  -P-P-DBL) 

After 2  - P - P same as after a weak 2-bid in Diamonds  



Option Two  
 

Immediately over 2 : 

DBL = 13-15 BAL or any strong hand  
Note: with a T/O DBL of a major, Pass planning to DBL on the next round; with a strong 

hand, DBL directly since 2  may be passed.  

 

2M = NAT. Response in other major is cuebid, jump other M is NAT. 
2N = 16-18. Respond as to a 2NT opening bid.  

3 of a minor = NAT. 
3M = Strong (other major is a cuebid).  

4 of a minor = 5+-5+ in suit bid and a major. 4 (  /4 asks; 4  /  = 
pass or correct). Note, added suits 

 
(2  ) P (2M/3M/4M):  

DBL = T/O 
All bids are NAT - Even 3M, 4M  

 

(2  ) Pass (2M) Pass  
(Pass) DBL  

T/O of bid Major 
 
 

 

(2  ) DBL (2M) Pass  

(Pass) DBL 
18+  
 

(2  ) Pass (2  ) Pass 
(2  ) DBL 
T/O of Spades 
 

Responses to all these doubles are the same as after a double 

of a weak 2-bid. Lebensohl applies if you normally play it after 
(2M) - DBL – (Pass).  
 

(2D) Pass (2M) ? 
4 of a minor = 5+-5+ that minor + a major. (4  over 4  asks for 

Major; 4  over 4  = P/ Correct) 
2 NT =15-18 (respond as to 2N opening)  

3M or 4M = NAT  
 

(2  ) Pass (2  ) DBL 



(2  ) ? 

DBL = Penalty opposite T/O of hearts  
3  = NAT, assuming that doubler is short in hearts  

3  = Cue bid, asking for stopper 
 

(2  ) Pass 2  Pass 

(2  ) Pass (Pass) ?  
DBL = T/O of spades (respond as to opening 2  -P-P-DBL) 

(2  ) DBL (2M) ? 
(where 2M is P/C) 
DBL = BAL, at least INV values; if FG stopper only in bid major. Does 

not deny a 4-card major. 

2  = NAT. 
2NT  3  ; signoff or FG w/ minor.  

3  = Stayman, FG, continuations as after 2NT-3   
3  or 3  = Transfers, at least INV 

3  = Both minors, FG. 
3NT = 11-15 HCP, stopper in both majors. 

4 of a minor = Strong invitation. 
4M = NAT. 

4NT = Blackwood. 
 

(2  ) DBL (2M) 2NT 

(P) 
3  = 13-15 BAL 

3  ,  ,  = 18+, NAT, FG 
3NT = 18-23, NAT 

 
(2  ) DBL (2M) 2NT 

(P) 3  (P) ?: 

3  = to play 
3  = clubs, game-forcing  

3  = diamonds, game-forcing  
3NT = BAL with stopper only in major opponent did not bid  

 
(2  ) DBL (Pass or RDBL) ? 

(where P/RDBL shows or tends to show diamonds): 
2M = To play 
2NT = Clubs (forces 3 with 13-15, then 3 = forcing club 1-suiter, 

others NAT, with clubs) 

3  = Stayman, game-forcing, continuations as after 2NT - 3  .  
3  or 3  = Transfers, at least INV . 

3  = Game forcingART, FG, no  stopper. 



3NT = 11-15, stoppers in both majorsNAT 

4 of a minor = Strong invitation. 
4M = NAT.  

4NT = Blackwood. 
 

(2  ) DBL (3X) ? 
DBL = PEN. 

Suit = One round force. 
4X = Cuebid  
 

(2  ) Pass (Pass) ?  
Bid as over a weak 2D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2  opening showing a 5+ card heart suit and a 4+ card in 

another suit 

2   opening showing a 5+ card spade suit and a 4+ card in a 
minor suit 

Description: if non- vulnerable, 2 /  shows 4-10 HCP and 5 or more 

cards in the bid major. When vulnerable, 2 /  shows 7-10 HCP and 5 

or more cards in the bid major and 5 or more cards in an undisclosed 
another/minor suit. It is permissible to have 5 cards in the major 

opened and 6 cards in the minor. 

In direct seat you treat the opening bid exactly as you would a regular 
weak 2 in the major opened. Other auctions please see below. 

2 / -Pass-3 : is pass or correct for the minor  

  Dbl: take out of major opened,  

  3Q: cue bid asking for a stopper  

  3NT: Natural  

2 / -Pass-3 : is artificial, invitational to 4 /   

  Dbl: take out of major opened,  

  3Q: cue bid asking for a stopper  

  3NT: Natural  

2 / -Pass-2NT: asks for further inquiry  

  Dbl: take out of major opened, Dbl should be similar to hand you 

would dbl an Ougust response of a weak 2. Like 15+ balanced or a 

classic take out of the major; like a 4-4-4-1 with the singleton in the 
major.  

  3Q: Michaels  

2 / -DBL-3m (pass or correct):  

  Dbl: responsive dbl, values and no clear direction,  

  3M: asking for a stopper for NT, or ST in a suit,  

  3NT: natural  

2M-P-3 -P-P/3 -DBL should be defined as T/O  

2M-P-3 -P-P-DBL should be defined as T/O  



3NT opening showing an excellent opening hand in a major  

Our 3NT opening bid is artificial and shows an excellent opening hand 

in a Major - likely an 8+card good M-suit and maybe outside cards.  If 
the suit is not almost solid then outside controls will compensate to 

provide a total of about 8½ to 9½ tricks. 
 

(A direct 4M is natural and shows a poor preempt in a major) 
 

After 3NT, Responder can bid an artificial 4C to ask for 1-under the 
suit,4D to ask to bid the suit , 4H or 4S and 4NT, to show 2, 3 or 4 

controls respectively. 

 
 

 
 

Suggested Defence: 
 

Dble of any bid which is not natural for us, should be natural for you, 
i.e., Dble of a Pass or Correct bid should be natural 

At unfavourable vulnerability, Dble’s should be lead-directing rather 
than suit-suggesting. 

Dble of 3NT : balanced , 18+ hcp 
Overcalls natural 

Pass then Dble of our known major is takeout 
 


